Spain Builds an American Empire Lesson Plan

Objectives:

Students will be able to speak and write about the Spanish “discovery” of the Americas, the effects on the indigenous populations, and how those events led to the world today.

Standards:

OSPI’s Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALRs) 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.3, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3 & 5.4

Materials:

Handout (see below)

Bucket full of wadded up paper (to represent bullets and canon balls)

25 to 30 rolled up sheets of paper (to represent spears and swords)

Pictures of Tenochtitlan, Cortes, and Pizarro

wall map

Procedures & Notes:

· “Discover” a student's backpack. Explain how it 'converts' with little resistance to teacher's back. They're only students and they are too naïve to understand. 

· Take students outside. 25 have rolled up notebook paper (spears/swords). 5 have a bucket of wadded up notebook paper (guns/cannon) to throw at the students with swords. Explain how a smaller force can overwhelm a larger force with advanced technology – Aztecs, Inca, Zulu, Australian Aborigines, North American Indians.

· Lecture and student discussion using the information from the handout.

· Columbus – people didn't think the world was flat, but he thought the world was smaller - Eratosthenes calculated the correct circumference of the world in the 3rd century BCE - 

· Show pictures of Tenochtitlan, Cortes, and Pizarro.

Assessment:

· Formative assessment – The teacher will have the students answer questions about the previous day's lesson.

· Summative assessment – The students will have a written opportunity to show what they have learned covering lessons 4, 5 & 6. This will involve multiple choice, short answer and short essay questions.

Modifications:


If there are students who are having difficulty with the lesson, the students will be able to study the lesson at home since the handout is essentially the teacher's own notes.

Cristoforo Colombo  (Christopher Columbus) – Genoese sailor funded by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain to find a passage to Asia by sailing west. Sailed in late 1492, landed on islands in the Caribbean and claimed them for Spain. Encountered the Taíno people. Second voyage (1493) – 17 ships with intent to colonize, demanded tribute from Taínos. Made two more voyages still thinking he was exploring Asia.

Amerigo Vespucci – Italian explorer in the service of Spain. It's believed that the Americas are named after him.

Pedro Álvares Cabral – Claims Brazil for Portugal in 1500. Brazil is to the east of the Line of Demarcation as determined by the Treaty of Tordesillas. 

Conquistador – Spanish for “conqueror” 

Hernando Cortés – Leaves from Cuba to explore and conquer Mexico in 1519 with 11 ships, 500 men and 13 horses. Rescued a captured Catholic priest who spoke the Mayan language, and Malinche. Allied himself with enemies of the Aztecs. Was suppose to claim Mexico for the governor of Cuba, but claimed it for Spain. Holds Motecuhzoma (Aztec emperor) hostage and demands gold from the Aztecs. Governor of Cuba sends Narváez to arrest Cortés. Cortés returns to the coast, defeats Narváez and encourages Narváez's troops to joins him. While away, Spanish troops massacre Aztec nobles at a festival in Tenochtitlan (Aztec capital city, later Mexico City – the capital of New Spain) leading to a revolt. Motecuhzoma is killed. Cortés conquered Aztec empire in 1521.

Malinche – Slave given to Cortés by Mexican natives. She spoke Mayan and Aztec languages. Acted as interpreter. Had Cortés' son.

Mestizo - person of mixed European and indigenous American ancestry. 

Aztec Empire – Mexican empire founded at Tenochtitlan (present day Mexico City) in the 1300s. Alliance of city-states. Conquered other city-states in central Mexico, demanding tribute and human sacrifices from conquered territories. 

Motecuhzoma Xocoyotzin (Montezuma II) – The ninth ruler of Tenochtitlan and the Aztec empire. Didn't attack Cortés and welcomed him into the city. Motecuhzoma may have thought Cortés was the god Quetzalcoatl. Held hostage by Cortés in exchange for gold. It's not clear if he was killed by the Spaniards when he could no longer control the Aztecs, or killed by his own people for betraying them. He was followed by his brother Cuitláhuac who died of smallpox after only 80 days. The next ruler was Motecuhzoma's nephew Cuauhtémoc who was ruler when Cortés conquered Tenochtitlan.

Encomienda – A labor system where Spain would grant a person a certain number of natives who he or she would be responsible for; instructing them in Spanish and Christianity. Their labor was used for mining and agriculture. Natives under the encomienda system were not slave labor but the system was not looked upon favorably by the Catholic church. The encomienda system was abolished with the introduction of African slavery and with the decline of the native population.

Vasco Núñez de Balboa – Led an expedition across Panama in 1513 and were the first Europeans to see the Pacific Ocean.

Francisco Pizarro – Led expedition along the Pacific coast of South America. Arrived in the Inca empire at the end of a civil war. The Inca leader, Atahualpa, refused to acknowledge Spain's superiority so Pizarro attacked with only 200 men. He captured Atahualpa in 1532 and held the Inca ruler hostage demanding gold. Founded Lima as Peru's capital city in 1535.

Tawantinsuyu (Inka/Inca Empire) – Founded by a tribe at Cusco in the 1400s. Spread out over the west coast of South America. So large it was divided into four regions (Tawantinsuyu means four parts). It absorbed many different peoples, languages, and kingdoms; but only the Inca could rule. Fell to Pizarro when he captured the capital at Cusco in 1533.

Atahualpa – Became ruler of the Inca after a civil war against his half brother. Refused to acknowledge Spanish superiority and pay tribute to Pizarro. Pizarro held him hostage for gold. Fearing a revolt, Pizarro tries Atahualpa and sentences him to be burned alive. He is strangled instead after converting to Christianity.

Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca  -  Treasurer on the Narváez expedition to Florida in 1527 (the same Narváez who tried to arrest Cortés in Mexico in 1520). The expedition is shipwrecked. The survivors build new ships only to run into a hurricane. The survivors land in Texas and are enslaved by native peoples. Cabeza de Vaca and 3 others escape and walk across Texas, New Mexico, and northern Mexico before being found 8 years later. He wrote a detailed account of his travels.

Francisco Vásquez de Coronado – Spanish conquistador who led an expedition in 1540 through New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas looking for Cíbola (the mythical Seven Cities of Gold). He never found them, but set the stage for the Spanish colonization of the Southwest.

Santa Fe – Founded in 1610 as the capital of New Mexico (New Spain's northern territories). Still the capital of the state of New Mexico.

Pueblo Revolt – Native population in New Mexico rebelled against the Spanish in 1680 and drove them out for 12 years, until the region was reconquered by Diego de Vargas.

